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Buxworth Community Gala 2015 draws plenty of visitors 
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A word from the Chairman 
Bugsworth Basin Heritage Trust continues with its work, both to maintain the site, and to 
encourage people to use and enjoy it. This year has been particularly busy on the latter front 
– April saw the Buxworth Community Gala, June the Gardner Engine Rally, and July the 
nearby Marple Locks Festival, at which the Trust had a stand. 
 
On the back of the incredibly successful Gala, the Trust is looking to strengthen its links with 
the local community. Only a small fraction of Trust members are based in the Chinley, 
Buxworth and Brownside Parish, although it’s the locals who are arguably best placed to 
enjoy everything the Basin has to offer. It is our job to raise the profile of the Trust and what 
it does to entice some fresh faces. 
 
With that in mind, as a one-off, this newsletter is being distributed locally, as well as to 
members. We hope that both members and locals alike will be inspired to give their support 
in whatever way they can.  
 
Ian Edgar MBE 
Chairman, Bugsworth Basin Heritage Trust 
 
 

FAME AT LAST? 
 

 
 
On 20th June 2015 Ian was interviewed for the new series of Barging Round Britain with John 
Sergeant. Watch for news of the air date on the website www.bugsworthbasin.org and 
facebook page www.facebook.com/bugsworthbasinheritagetrust 
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John Sergeant barges in 
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2016 GALA PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY 
 
Next year’s Buxworth Community Gala will again take place over the Easter weekend, so the 
all-important dates are 26th & 27th March 2016.   
 
Preparations are already underway, including laying a new party tent base. 
 

                 
 

             
 

If you would like to volunteer to help specifically with the Gala, or for further enquiries, 
please contact Mark Lomas by email at markslomas@yahoo.co.uk or on 01663 751 597.  
 
Please remember the Trust usually runs fortnightly Sunday work days, where any help is 
always gratefully received. Upcoming dates are 13th & 27th September, and 3/4th, 11th & 
25th October. Before that, on 29th - 31st August 2015, there is a particular project to paint 
the railings – if you can help, please contact Mark Lomas (details above). 
 
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
BUXWORTH STEAM PARTY 
3rd & 4th October 2015 
WATERWAYS WALKS 
www.bugsworthbasin.org/pages/walks.html 
3rd & 4th October 2015 
Lagan Navigation ( Ireland)  
7th November 2015 
Si lkstone Wagonway, Barnsley 
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BUXWORTH COMMUNITY  
 

 
Welcome to the party! 

Over the Easter weekend, Bugsworth Basin hosted the first Gala to take place in Buxworth for 
more than one hundred years. 
 
Boat club members from Derbyshire and Cheshire joined the festivities dressed in period 
costumes, with their colourful narrow boats draped in carnival bunting. Guided tours were 
given along the full length of the canal in Bugsworth aboard the New Horizons trip boat. And 
with model boats, traction engines, military vehicles, wood-turning, canal art, live music and 
refreshments, the weekend was packed with fun for all the family. 
 

MAD HATTER’S TEA PARTY 
 

The centerpiece of the Gala, at least for the little 
ones, was the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. Children 
entered through a small custom-built rabbit hole 
neatly fitted into the side of a bridge…  
 
 
 
 
 

 
… to emerge in a party marquee, wonderfully 
decorated by the village primary school children 
assisted by parents and volunteers. 
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GALA 2015: CENTRE SPREAD 
 

REPLICA PEAK FOREST TRAMWAY WAGON 
Update 
As reported in Basin News #1, two of our members, Vern Brown and Mark Tiddy, are building 
a replica PFT Wagon. Serious progress was made over the Gala weekend. 
 

Vern writes: 
Phew! What a weekend's work. Mark and I 
assembled the last bits onto the wagon 
chassis about 4.30 on Easter Sunday at the 
Buxworth Gala, leaving a few steel parts to be 
made and fitted.  
 
The photo (below) shows the completed 
wooden underframe and the wedges 
originally used to secure the body to the 
chassis. We are talking to a company with a 
view to obtaining the steel for the body 
which we would then be able to construct 

over next winter, ready to be displayed at next years gala. Help with this would be 
appreciated, watch this space for updates on progress. We hope the chassis ironwork will be 
completed over the winter, so the complete chassis can be displayed at the 2016 Gala. 
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In progress 

First stage complete 
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GARDNER RALLY REPORT 
 
 

 
Road vehicles and a great view down the tramway  

Over the weekend of 6th & 7th June 2015 the Gardner Engine Forum held its most successful 
ever rally at Bugsworth Basin, in excellent weather.  A total of 30 Gardner engined 
narrowboats arrived at Bugsworth over the preceding few days, to be joined by a dozen road 
vehicles, lorries and cars, and a similar number of stationary Gardner engines.  Some of the 
engines were over 100 years old and lovingly restored, whilst others were in their original 
condition, or had been converted to marine use from road or other uses.  Gardner engines, 
manufactured in Manchester between the years of 1894 and 1975, were renowned for the 
Reliability, Economy and Longevity, and today have a strong following around the world, with 
engines being restored and turned to use.   
 
The event was well attended by 
members of the public, in addition to 
Gardner Engine Forum members who 
kindly donated in excess of £500 to 
the Bugsworth Basin Heritage 
Trust.  Many of the participants 
comments on the beauty of 
Bugsworth Basin as a venue and 
complimented the Trust on the high 
standard of maintenance.  
 
(With thanks to Paul Syms) 
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One in, one out along the Lower Basin during the Rally 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 
With great thanks to Keith Holford for providing various extracts from the High Peak 
Reporter relating to Bugsworth Basin. These will be featured in snippets over several editions 
of the Basin News. If you have the sort of resourcefulness demonstrated in this edition’s 
choice, then please volunteer! 

 

 
A time for reflection                

FURTHER INFORMATION 
For more details about Bugsworth Basin, please visit: 

www.bugsworthbasin.org 
www.facebook.com/bugsworthbasinheritagetrust 

or contact Ian Edgar MBE on 0161 427 7402 
For enquiries regarding Basin News, or if you would prefer to receive your copy by email 
rather than by post, please email laura@bugsworthbasin.org 
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27th August 1927. A difficulty overcome. 
 
A Bugsworth worthy bought a table at Whaley Bridge on Monday. He did not see the fun 
of carrying it all the way to Bugsworth, or of paying for a cart to do the job. So he 
attached a piece of string to it, placed it in the canal and by that means got it 
successfully, cheaply and safely to Bugsworth. He is now thinking of patenting the 
process and hopes that the owner of the canal will not collect freight-age charges. His 
ingenuity should secure him from such charges. 
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Until next time… 


