
Guide to Bugsworth Canal Basin  

Look for the interpretation panels -  some are mounted on plinths, some in the safety railings and some at ground level.   

Match these pages to the ground panels, line up the arrows and learn about working life at Bugsworth.  

Panel A: The Gauging Stop Place and Canal House  

Find the ground panel that looks like the one on the right 

and line up the arrow with the one on the ground  

The Gauging Stop Place   

(or Gauging Lock as some scholars prefer and by which name 

it was referred to by boatspeople and locals alike), situated 

outside the house, was used to gauge the displacement of 
loaded boats which were fitted with four calibrated ògaugesò, 

two forward and two aft.  The average of the four readings 

was used to determine the load and hence the toll to be paid.  

The toll also depended on the distance the load was to be 
carried and reference was made to Distance Tables published 

by the canal companies.  

There is some dispute as to which name is correct but, in the 

Peak Forest Canal Company records, it is always referred to 
as the Gauging Stop Place.  

Canal House.  

This stone -built house was 

the home and office of the 

wharfinger who was in 
overall charge of the 

wharfs. In addition to his 

duties dealing with the 

diverse commodities 
passing to and from the 

basin, he was responsible 

for collecting tolls raising 

revenue for the PFCC from 
cargoes leaving the basin.  

Building the house was authorised in 1797 and the first wharfinger was 

German Wheatcroft.  The office was situated behind the row of windows in 

the gable end -  the bars were to prevent horses breaking the windows  

Built at a slightly later date, the stable just to the east of Canal House was, 

according to the canal company, to provided to stable the horse provided by 

the company to enable the wharfinger, '.... to better attend to his duties.... 

[at Bugsworth Basin].   This is an early example of a company perk.  

Signed on the 30 April 1800 by 

German Wheatcroft, this permit 

allowed Albert Heathcote on 
Samuel Oldknowôs boat No. 2 to 

carry 24 tons of paving stones 

from Bugsworth Basin to 

Manchester, a distance of 20 
miles. The paving stones would 

have come from Crist quarry 

close to Bugsworth Basin  
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Panel B: Horse Transfer Bridges  

Horse Transfer Bridges.    

 

The bridges you see here are replicas of the originals 

demolished during the 1930s. Design for the reconstruction 
was done by IWPS volunteers and the building by trainees 

under the governmentôs Job Creation Scheme of the 1980s 

and early 1990s.  The large amount of stone required for the 

reconstruction was collected by IWPS volunteers who 
demolished two farm buildings standing on the line of the 

bypass, together with several railway stationsô buildings and 

platforms including the ones at Chinley.  Most of the 

recovered stone had originated from Crist and Barrenclough 
Quarries near Bugsworth.  

The 151 year -old horse -drawn boat Maria here being loaded 

with 20 tons of limestone much as she was when operating 

from Bugsworth Basin  

The original bridges, numbered 58 and 59, spanning the 

Lower Basin and its adjacent arm, were built such that horse -

drawn boats heading for the Middle and Upper basins had no 

need to unhitch. Boats entering the arms were poled in and 
out of their moorings.  

Taken in about 1927 this photograph was donated to the 

IWPS by Mr Laurence Draper whose mother Minnie (née 

Drinkwater) is one of the ladies on the bridge.  

The original bridges were spanned by beams of Baltic pine 

and decked with planks of the same material.  The replicasô 

beams are of rolled steel and are decked with planks of Ekki, 

a renewable sourced African hardwood.  The deck is covered 
with a non -slip surface to minimise risk to visitors.  The 

replicas follow the original design as closely as possible but 

with two of the three ramps lengthened to make them less 

steep and more easily accessible by the disabled.   

 

A Restored Bugsworth Canal Basin  

Bugsworth Basin Heritage Trust Limited  

Formerly The Inland Waterways Protection Society Ltd  

Top Lock House, 7 Lime Kiln Lane, Marple, Stockport,  
Cheshire, SK6 6BX  

Over the Easter weekend of 2005, the 151 -year -old horse -drawn boat, Maria , made an historic return to her 

Bugsworth home to celebrate  the re -opening of Bugsworth Canal Basin. Her visit culminated with the 

ceremonial loading of 16 tons of limestone, which Maria then carried to the former Ashton Moss Colliery 

Loading Stage on the Ashton Canal.  Maria , built at James Jinks boatyard in Marple, is now owned by the 
Ashton Packet Boat Company and operates in collaboration with the Horseboating Society.  

Panel J: Wharfs and Tipplers  

Bugsworth Basin looking east c1900.  

Gritstone, too, was an important product shipped through 

the basins from the local quarries. Many thousands of tons, 

setts, paving and building stone were loaded  

The gritstone wharf is on the right and in the centre 

foreground is the cantilever jib crane used to load stone 

into boats.   

In the centre background the workshops can just be seen. 
On the right, the smaller building is a blacksmiths' shop 

and the larger building behind it is the Rose & Crown Inn.  

The limeshed is used to transship lime, brought down the 

tramway in special covered high -sided wagons, to boats 
waiting inside it.   

Murder Most Foul  

Bugsworth Basin is the scene 

where John Cotton murdered his 

wife, Hannah, on Wednesday the 
26th October 1898. The murder 

was committed in the cabin of a 

narrowboat moored here and that 

day was probably the most 

infamous in the long workaday life 
of the Basin.  John Cotton was 

arrested the same day and 

quickly sent for trial at Derby 

Assizes.  He was hanged at Derby 
Gaol on the 21st December 1898 

in accordance with the sentence 

passed by Mr Justice Matthew.  

The executioner was Billington of 
Bolton.  It is reputed that John 

Cotton was the last person to be 

hanged at Derby Gaol.  

There were four tipplers at Bugsworth 

Basin, one either side of the arm 

alongside the Upper Basin limeshed, one 

on the short wharf adjacent to Silk Hill 
road bridge, and one on the longer Lower 

Basin Arm.  Wooden staging supported 

the tramway rails and a second outer set 

of rails on which ran a mobile tippler 
mechanism.  Two simple A - frames joined 

by cross -members carried an axle with 

an approximately 15 foot diameter wheel 

attached.  The mechanism straddled 
wagons rolled onto the staging and two 

chains wrapped round the axle were 

attached to the closed end of the wagon 

to be tipped.  The other end of the wagon 
was opened and the wagon tipped by 

operating the handwheel depositing the 

load on the wharf below.   

Panel K: Tramway to Canal  

Working on the tramway was a hazardous occupation.  Gangs 

of up to 40 wagons were operated by one man and a boy -  
here, the ganger is standing on the wheel axle and is braking 

the gang by throwing a hook, attached to the wagon body by 

a chain, through the spokes of the wheel.  Many injuries, 
broken wheels, and derailments were caused by this practice. 

No HSE then!  

Heading for Bugsworth Basin, a gang of wagons, 

consisting of standard mineral wagons and high -sided 

wagons, carrying limestone and burnt lime, posing at 

Townend, Chapel -en- le-Frith, 1905.  The works on the 
left is H & T Kirk's iron foundry.  Just beyond this point 

the tramway passes through the short tunnel that takes 

it below Buxton Road where it arrives at the bottom of 

the inclined plane.  From the quarries at Dove Holes, 
the tramway operated under gravity -  wagons were 

horse -drawn for the return journey. At Bugsworth, 

burnt lime was loaded under cover into waiting 

narrowboats; the limestone was either loaded into 
boats, crushed for railway ballast or burnt.  

Portrayed here at the height of its life, the Upper Basin is a scene of 

bustling activity.   To the right of the limeshed, wagons wait for their 

loads of gritstone setts to be transshipped perhaps to the boat 
moored in the foreground.  To the left, the tippler wharf abounds 

with limestone and a loaded wagon above waits for the mobile 

tippler. Wagonloads of limestone can be seen on the tracks outside 
the Navigation Inn.  On the right is the Rose and Crown Farm, 

demolished by IWPS in the path of the bypass, the recovered stone 

has been recycled in restored structures.  

Similar scenes to this were once commonplace on the 

Peak Forest Tramway but, surprisingly, no photographs 
have been discovered. This view of the Little Eaton 

Gangway has been included here to give an impression 

of what it once looked like on the Peak Forest 
Tramway. The Little Eaton Gangway was built by the 

same engineer, Benjamin Outram, using the same rail 

components and similar wagons.  Wagons loaded with 
gritstone setts stand on the Upper Basin wharf waiting 

transhipment.   Many of the roads of Manchester, the 
towns of Lancashire and beyond were lined with setts 

originating at the Bugsworth quarries of Crist and 

Barren Clough.  Only the central post of the crane 
remains today.  
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